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BIOSECURITY BLITZ 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.02 pm]: 
Biosecurity remains one of the most important issues in our state when it comes to safeguarding our agricultural 
and fisheries industries, and we need all hands on deck. The fifth annual Biosecurity Blitz is underway and calls 
on members of the public to keep their eyes and ears to the ground for any out-of-the-ordinary creepy-crawlies. 
The recent discovery of an exotic spider in Albany highlights the value of community surveillance and initiatives like 
the Biosecurity Blitz. The spider was reported by an Albany resident, who uploaded photographs via the department’s 
MyPestGuide Reporter app. The department then liaised with the Western Australian Museum and identified it as 
a slater spider, which hails from the Mediterranean and has never been found in the state before. Fortunately, the 
spider, now a preserved specimen in the Museum’s collection, does not pose a threat to WA’s agricultural industry 
or the natural environment. 
Although we got lucky this time, it goes to show how effective the community can be when it comes to monitoring 
and reporting unusual or damaging insects, weeds, feral animals and aquatic pests. Vigilant surveillance is the 
cornerstone of a strong biosecurity defence system, giving confidence to our valuable export markets. Anyone 
interested in helping out can register on the department’s Biosecurity Blitz 2019 webpage, while students and teachers 
can sign up for the school challenge to win prizes. Biosecurity Blitz participants can make reports using the 
department’s free MyPestGuide Reporter, PestFax Reporter or WA PestWatch apps and websites. Not only will they 
play an integral role in biosecurity, but also it is a great excuse to get outside and marvel at our natural environment. 
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